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Come, ridama ë broomstick! 


14 Mahou Shojo Anime: 
Where the Real World 
Meets the Extraordinary 


Journey through the history of the Magical Girl genre. 
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Anime Magical Implement 
Anime Continuum 


Film Loop 

Manga: Occhio del Dio 
Manga: Dreamwinder 
Doujin Drawing Board 
Chain Mail 
Watashi-tachi 














; 
sys Dar Da a ala) NTA Tate Y TN cat grata rv; ne on tct Dom ott ttc "M 
a ADS RWE FRY NO SASA BA SA USA aen, 
y i ` | un | || y MWYN AA ME 
1 1 1 U | iM 1 ۷ wd 
| WI 
۱ N ^ HM W 
N mind 
1 ۱۷ W A» 
| Mes 





Volume 03 e Number 11 


on a So ۱ Editor-in-Chief BAMBINELLY “) Luv U” ELORIAGA 
— here's nothing like good intense but healthy competi- RyE- rnuyj —Ç< 
tion. It gets your blood pumping and you get that gener-  #tanaging Editor JOHANNA FREIDA CABBABA 
ous dose of adrenaline to give you a rush and a high. It d—A» JV7U»5 7 
fosters camaraderie between the competitors too. 
| Last October 25 and 26, different anime organizations 
| came together to celebrate something other than anime for a change. 
The Anime Sportsfest saw the different groups battling it out on 
the courts. Basketball and volleyball were the orders of the day, 
with one group sharing a pretty different kind of cheerleading for 
the competitors and the crowd. Oh, and there was cosplay too. 
Questor was invited to cover the event. And we had an- درس مود‎ OYO 
other special reason to be there, as well. We went to cheer on AIDINAVIRAYA MANAWARI 
our friends at Anime-Club (plus, Questor's own Igor Cabbab) TFS ESA 
who were invited to play under the Cosplayer's World umbrella. 
Here are the results of the competition: 
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Contibutors Nicka BALLERINA 
Basketball Cec “Erap” ESTRADA 


Champion: Cosplayer’s World Joan Louise ONGGa Ka Day 
Runner-up: OAV Cosplayer’s Grou Rosina F R 


3" place: Yaoi Dudes cr 
o 4º place: WAA 
Champion: OAV Cosplayer's Group | 
— Runner-up: Cosplayer’s World | Publisher LARRY CHAN 


Webmasters Bryan & DJ, Aaaay! 


Ganbarimasu! 80 Orncas ۵۲, San Juan, 


O Te: (63-2) 744 5063 
| Bambi Eloriaga Tarrax: (63-2) 744 5062 
E Editor-in-Chief — 


QuESTOR Magazine is published monthly by LC 
Questor Worldwide Corp. All rights reserved. 
Philippine Copyright LC Questor Worldwide Corp. No 
part of this magazine may be reproduced in any manner 
without the permisson of the publisher. Opinions 
expressed in this magazine are the writers' and are not 
necessarily endorsed by the publisher. The publisher 

reserves the right to accept or reject editorial or 
advertising materials. Unsolicited manuscripts, 
photographs and artwork will not be returned — 
OM: f LE .. r publisher assumes no responsibility for unsolic 0 
PEU | ري‎ Lama) - " material. Address all correspondence, advertising E 
subscription inquiries to Questor Magazine, 2 A 
Quadstar Bldg., No. 80 Ortigas Ave., Greenhills, 
can Juan, Metro Manila, Philippines 1500. 
Fax: (632) 721 6974. E-mail: questor@broline.com, 
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GET THE POWER OF GLOBE XTM NOW! 

E Next generation messaging is now in your hands. Just access Globe XTM on 
1 these GPRS phones - the Nokia 3510, Sony Ericsson 7200 and the Trium Mystral. 
| Grab these phones at Globe Telecom Business Centers and dealers nationwide. 
1 making great things possible Gå eb e 


HANDYPHONE 


5 ۱ E? din n | - ~ em pagan — —— nua ا‎ 5 m m <. > - | - om, | 5 一 m.m - 一 mp =; 
انب‎ cai W < ka Rn N a الب‎ Kal 4 HR + tu e. K! K a Globe = 24-hour cal- m Sy “= Su 30-1000 Or dl 1 LL - س‎ on YOW G One MANG DIINO sm for mo re details. 








(ه) ۵ mc‏ مده مه 




































tually sent to live among humans. 





ong before Sabrina, the Teenage Witch 
magicked her way to viewers' hearts. 
Long before the Charmed Ones cast 
their first spell. Long before Harry Potter made 
kids want to read again. There was the hit TV 
sitcom, Bewitched, which told the story of a witch | - FED 
who married a mortal and actually liked living in the "d 
human world. This series influenced many other witch RAS 
shows, especially those of the Japanese animated 
works. Its sway can be seen in the way many anime 
depict witches not as the traditional ugly woman in 
black clothes, but as cute, cheerful and extremely kind- 
hearted girls with magical abilities. 
Let's travel the various anime covens and see just 
which witch is which. 


EE E 


Sally Yumeno is the princess of the Land of Magic. 
Unlike most of her kind, Sally is fascinated with the 
lives of humans so much so that she decides to covertly 
live among them. She solves the problems in her new 
neighborhood through magic, although she is always 
careful to keep her magical abilities a secret. Her ir 
cantation goes “Mahariku Maharita Yanbayaran”. | 


Chappy Hanst Charles Grimm And Aesop Et Cetera 
was introduced on Japanese TV in 1972 via the fifth 
magical anime series in history. She didn't quite make 
it as long as Sally. Her show ran for only 39 episodes. 

Her story is just like Sally's. She also leaves the 
Land of Magic for the human world because she's be- 
come so sick of the old customs of her people. Soon, 
her family sees how much she has in the other realm 
that they decide to join her new home. Chappy is 
known for being the first witch to use a wand and to 
battle a villain (Satan). Her special chant is “Abura 
Mahariku Maharita Kabura”. 


Unlike her predecessors, Megu- 
chan, who came out in 1972, is ac- 





ir to the throne of the Witch 
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by Cecil Estrada 


Kingdom, she must first learn more about life and hone her skills 
before she can claim her birthright. She is sent to live with Mami 
Kanzaki, a former witch who gave up her magic to live with her 
ل‎ husband and her two kids. Mami casts a spell on her own family to 
— make them believe that Megu is their eldest 15-year-old daughter. 

In her new home, Megu encounters what it's like to have a fam- 
ily, to pull her weight in a house and to feel a whole gamut of emo- 
tions — things she has never encountered before in her lite. Megu 
also has to contend with a rival witch named Non who is also eli- 
gible for the throne and under the tutelage of Mami's rival. Non is a 
ck-up girl who hates humans. 


ickle is a mischievous witch who gets 
trapped in a picture book. Tiko, a little 
human, releases her. In gratitude, Tickle 
decides to live with the girl as her twin! 
Can you just see lots of magical mischief 
happening? 

The original manga was created by 
Go Nagai, who gave us Mazinger Z, UFO Grendizer, Devil Man, 
Cutey Honey and many mote. 

Tickle the anime series began in 1978 and lasted for 48 epi- 
sodes. 





Lalabel started her original anime series in 1980. She tells quite a 
different tale from previous magical girls. She’s a young witch who 
stumbles upon the evil wizard Biscus, who makes a fortune by steal- 
ing magical items from the Land of Magic and selling them for a 
high price in the human world. Lalabel accidentally sees him dur- 
ing one of his heists. She tries to stop him but ends up falling into 





named Bira. She manages to get the items from the wizard but finds 
no way of getting back to her realm. She finds a home with an old 
couple as she thwarts Biscus' attempts at taking back the stolen 
à. goods. She uses a wand called Kuru Kuru Stickie in her fights. 

Lalabel's show is said to be the first series to consider mer- 


es Å last of the first generation of mag a s shows, 


for 49 pdt 





the human world with Biscus, the loot and her familiar, the cat 





£] ١٨دد‎ 


5" ته 4 0 2 








b. chandizing toy magical items. It is also considered as the ` 2. 





Q 
L: 
É 
s 
T 
a 
R 












` tune-tellers, some potion-mak- 



















In Kiki's world, witches are 
rare but are accepted into soci- 
ety. In fact, witches-in-training 
traditionally have to start a 
trade of some kind in another 
town when they turn 13. They 
can establish themselves as 
grown-up witches through their 
individual abilities, magical or 
otherwise. Some become for- 





ers, others, healers. 

On a night with a full 
moon, Kiki sets off for her new 
life with only her mother's 
broom, her father's radio, and 
her cat-companion Jiji. Flying 
rather shakily from one place 
to another, she finally picks the 
seaside city of Korica as her 
new home. But what is a witch 
who only knows how to inefficiently fly her broom to 
do? Why, set up a delivery service of course! 

The fight for recognition is hard. Kiki not only 
has to struggle against business problems — mis- 
handled packages, rude customers, even the weather 
— but also emotional and magical problems — lone- 
liness, shyness, self-doubt and the loss of her magical 
ability. Help comes to her though, through the grow- 
ing number of friends she develops. There's the Osono 
couple who give her a place to stay. Tombo who has a 
crush on her and always tries his best to make her 
smile, Madame who is a grandmotherly customer and 
Ursula who always gives her pieces of good advice. 

Kiki has become so popular that Disney decided 
to dub the series into English with Kirsten Dunst in 
the lead. 


backfire 


Vadamon (Yadamon) 

In 1991, the tekkie witch first 
made its appearance flying not 
a broom, but a floor polisher. 
Her name is Yadamon and she 
is the princess of the Witch 
Forest. After causing havoc in 
"the fairy's forest, her mother 
the Oueen banishes her to the 
human world. She does this 
not only to teach Yadamon a 
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You're One 
Ugly Witch 


Traditional ugly hags also make 
their appearances in some series 
just to create some mayhem for 
the good guys. Here are some: 

Hagar — lothor's spellcaster in 
Volfron whose hexes usually 


Witches 5 — evil sisters who for- 
ment the Sailor Scouts 

Fortune Teller Baba — okay. so 
she's good but she's still a hag. 
She's the crystal ball-tofing sister 


of Hermit Kame in ba 
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and Eddie, are both scientists — 
and their inclination has ` 
passed on to their son who is | | 
interested in astrology. The 
three humans welcome 
Yadamon into their family and 
that is when the trouble starts. 
The little witch princess has 
an insatiable curiosity that of- 
ten gets the humans into 
trouble. Her guardian fairy, 
Timon, often helps her with 
bis ability to stop time. Other- 
wise, she is on her own and 
she learns many lessons from 
her misadventures in her new 
world. Just in time too because 
Kira, an evil witch who was 
sealed under a volcano by the 
Queen and the great witch 
her prison and she has her eyes set on Yadamon. 


Akasukin Chacha (Red Coat 
Chacha) 

Many otaku have become 
charmed by this little red 
riding hood lookalike. 
Akazukin Chacha lives 
with the wizard Seravi and 
learns how to become a 
witch in the school for 
young witches and wiz- 
ards. There, they learn spells, make potions and gen- 
erally have fun while they drive their teachers crazy. 


Mahou Tsukai Tai! 
(Magic Users 
Meet Sae, Nanaka, Akane, 
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gets a spell halfway through a chant. The others ar- 
rive just in time to see Sae turn a robot into Panda 
x snack food after the robots try to take away her broom 
| and her beloved teddy bear, Jeff-kun. The robots are 

pissed. The kids barely escape. They think it's all a 

grand adventure afterwards and they want to do it 
x again. They will drive away the aliens no matter what! 


Ojamajo Doremi 

(Troublesome Witch Doremi) 
Yes, her name comes from the first three notes of the 
scale. No, you 00 not write it as DoReMi, but Doremi. 
She first came out in 1999. 

Doremi's adventure in witchcraft starts when she 
| stumbles upon the Mahou Do (Magic Shop) and rec- 
| ognizes the owner, Majorika, as a witch. She point to 
Majorika and shouts “Majo!” With her secret revealed, 
| Majorika turns into a green blob-like talking object and 
| loses all of her magical prowess. She decides to take 
| on Doremi as an apprentice in the hopes that the girl 
| may develop enough skill to turn her back to normal. 
Doremi's two friends eventually find out her secret 

training and decide to join in the fun. The trio's train- 
| ing articles include colorful witch hats, elfin clothes 
| and shoes, and, what else but brooms! Their rival 
comes in the form of Onpu who is an apprentice of 
Majorika's rival. 


Love Witch (Love Witch) 

E Ai Anju comes from a family full of and ruled by women. 
| Actually, the only boy in their family who is still alive is 
her twin, Yuu. She loves her twin so much and tries 
hard to take care of him because he has a weak heart. 
On their 13th birthday, Ai is initiated 
into the family secret. There is a special 
mother to daughter in their family. They 
call this the witch sequence. Girls who 
carry the strand are sleeping witches. 
Their magic will be opened when they 
perform a rite when they turn 13. They 
have to open a perfume bottle while re- 
x IESU a وی‎ HE is x: 
E cited >d about it and when she tells Yuu, 











for her to show him some Ma 
as her birthday present for him. 5 

| Ai finds out just how bad Yuu's 
its to use magic to try to save his life ۳ 
ads out just what she has to do to be- ht 
sists. How can she ید سنا‎ : 


the 20* century, the mysterious or- 
ganization called STN-J monitors the 
streets for remaini witches. It has 
a database of these individuals be- 
cause witches have to register themselves to be able 
to live quietly in society. STN-J's mission is to ensure 
that the general populace doesn't know their exist- 
ence and to subdue rogue ones. 

Ironically, STN-J employs several witches and 
their newest member is a Craft user named Robin. 

Robin is a firestarter, she can create fire from her 


mind alone. She’s spent most of her 15 years of life in 
a monastery in Rome. She is transferred to STN- to 
replace a member who recently got killed. Her first 
assignment fuels her insecurity. She manages to kill a 
witch via her Fire Craft and most of the existing mem- 
bers tell her that capturing a rogue witch is better than 
killing them and she should find some other purpose 
for her power. 

Soon, she starts to adapt to her new environment 
when she meets more of her teammates. She also meets 
a fellow Craft-user, Hatori, an empath who has the 
ability to know the feelings and thoughts of people by 
just touching them. Robin also starts to hone her skill 
as her missions turn darker and her witch heritage is 
thrown into light. 
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on't you just love it when the “ber 
months come around? Heck, the last 
quarter of the year is riddled with 


holidays and vacations. Christmas 
decorations have been on sale as early as Septem- 
ber, and currently, it is mixed-in with an assort- 
ment of ghoulish masks, pointy hats, artificial 
cobwebs and blood, so you can do both your 


Halloween party and Christmas decoration shop- 
ping at the same time. As they say, only in the 
Philippines! ; 
Although nothing much has really changed in 
the way Halloween is celebrated, the images of 
monsters, wizards and witches certainly has. Not 
so long ago, these creatures were depicted as things 


we ought to be terrified of. Media has definitely 


turned things around. Case in point: 


1. Now, monsters are c 
cuddly. Po 








and broomsticks. The Charmed ones have cer- 
tainly broken through witch stereotypes and 
blasted their way to stardom. I love that series. 


The Craft. too. 


And for this issue, we shall visit websites where 
witches reside! Let the witch hunt begin! Broom- 


sticks not included. 
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I love this anime. Well, for 
the most part anyways. The 
ish-subbed version is 
top-rate and the comedy 
excellent. Especially those 
instances where disguised 


Teacher Seravi and Dorothy arrive at the scene to 
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lates the other 
achieve her end. She's powerful all right, 
ing she has been physically dead for over a hund 
years! a 
Highlights. The site below is the most comprehe 
sive one I have found so far, with info about 
anime and the RPG itself. Very detailed 
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general information about the series. 
and related stuff, visit other Lodoss si 
http-//www.meta-earth.com/l 





by Nick Ballesteros 
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ang mga anime sa abot ng aking makakaya. ` ` 


Ako ay isang anime fan, kasapi ng Anime Nation... 


masugid na sumusubaybay sa mga anime sa araw-araw. 


Ito'y nagbibigay sa akin ng labis na kasiyahan. 
Dito ko natututunan ang halaga ng pag-ibig, 


kalayaan, pagkakaibigan at dangal. 
Bilang ganti, sisikapin kong itaguyod = 


Ipaglalaban ko ang aking karapatang manood 





at mag-enjoy ng magagandang anime. 
Ipagpapatuloy ko ang mga adhikain ng Anime Assault 


upang patuloy na maghari sa telebisyon ang anime. 
Hindi ako aatras at ibibigay ko ang aking 


isang daang porsyento sa labang ito. 
Sisikapin Kong maging isang tunay 7 « ` Í 1 
. na mamamayan ng Anime Nation... Age, 
sa isip, sa salita at sa gawa. SUAVE. dE, 
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hat child would not want to dis- 
cover magic? Even now there is, 
most likely, a part of us that yearns 
for magic still. The popularity of 
such anime series as Sailormoon, 
Card Captor Sakura and Himitsu no Akko-chan from 
many years earlier is due in part to that yearning. Their 
stories tell of magic that transforms a plain existence 
into one suffused with special powers, good deeds, 
courage and most of all, wonder. 

Series wherein a young, female protagonist un- 
dergoes a magical transformation belong to a genre 
called mahou shojo or "magical girl” anime. The his- 
tory of the genre spans almost four decades. In 1966, 
animators at Toei became aware of the fact that an 
anime series created specifically for girls had yet to 
be created. After thoroughly researching the project, 
they decided to animate the manga Mahoutsukai 
Sunny by Mitsuteru Yokoyama. Yokoyama, also the 


creator of Tetsujin 28go (Gigantor), would later re- 
veal that his inspiration for Sunny was the American 


sitcom Bewitched airing then in Japan. 

After a brief trademark tussle with Sony, Sunny's 
name was changed to Sally when the anime was fi- 
nally released. Sally was a princess from the Land of 
Magic who left her kingdom to live among the hu- 
mans she was so fascinated with. Through her magic, 
she helped those in need. 

Mahoutsukai Sally had a total of 109 episodes 
and is significant not only as the first magical girl se- 
ries, but also as the very first shojo anime. 

Toei's second shojo outing was Himitsu no Akko- 
chan which ran for 92 episodes from 1969 to 1970. In 
this story, a fairy gives 11-year-old Akko a magic com- 
pact. Upon reciting an incantation, the compact en- 
ables Akko to transform into anyone or anything she 


wishes and throughout the series, she uses this power 


to solve the problems of those around her. 

Akko is thus the very first girl in the long line of 
mahou shojo who is given the power to transform. 
She also does not have any inherent magic and re- 
ceives it only from another source. The compact is 
another first too, being the first magic item in the genre, 

. andit provided Toei with a toy merchandising oppor- 
tunity that po to be we \ucrative. 
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have bestowed upon her the "Key of the Flower”, a 
flower-shaped brooch that allows her to instantly al- 
ter what she is wearing. As she travels with a dog and 
a cat in search of the seven-colored flower, she trans- 
forms into a princess, a gypsy, a fireman, whatever is 
needed to aid those she meets. 

The fact that Hana no ko Lunlun was set in Eu- 
rope and not in Japan was a first for a mahou shojo 
series. Animation for this series also vastly improved 
over its predecessors as Toei scrapped its system of 
employing a different director for each episode from 


1975 onwards. 
After 1980, new players in the mahou shojo arena 
began to emerge. 


Fantasy and Formula 
One of these was Ashi Production who joined the fray 
with Mahou no Purinsesu Minki Momo (Fairy Prin- 
cess Minky Momo) in 1982. Two versions of Minky 
Momo exist. In the first, Momo is a princess of 
Ferinarsa, a ^Land of Dreams". She is sent to Earth to 
encourage people to once more hope and dream. This 
she achieves by transforming into different 18-year- 
old girls with varying abilities. At the end of the se- 
ries, she is run over by a truck and reborn as a human. ` 
The second Minky Momo, which began airing in 
1991, can be considered a sequel to the first. It now 
follows the adventures of the reincarnated Momo who 
still transforms into older girls but who is now able to 
cast other spells as well. | 
Momo contributes to mahou shojo history by be- تت‎ 
ing the first character who can magically become an > = 
older girl and not simply “anything she wants". تت‎ 
Magical older girls would make an even gri # — 
appearance as Studio Pierrot produced one iil hu —— 
— anime after another, starting —— cream vMami ` cd 
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Studio Pierrot, however, doesn't elaborate on this 
theme in its succeeding productions, opting instead 


for a formulaic approach. 

Pelsia, 11, is a Japanese girl in Africa. She faints one 
day and enters the "Dream World” where a fairy gives 
her a “magic stick”. The magic stick allows her to trans- 


form into a 17-year-old girl who inspires others with her 
kindness. Her adventures are chronicled in Mahou no 


Yousei Pelsia (Pelsia, the Magical Fairy) which Studio 
Pierrot released a year after Creamy Mami in 1984. 

Mahou no Star Magical Emi (Magical Emi. The 
Magic Star) follows quickly on the heels of Pelsia in 1985. 
Mai's grandparents own a troupe of magicians which 
Mai very much wants to join. After she accidentally sees 
a fairy, she is given powers to transform into Magical 
Emi who later becomes the star of her grandparents 
magic show. Like Pelsia and Creamy Mami, Magical Emi 
is an older girl and this time she is a magician. 

A year later, Studio Pierrot changes tactics with 
Mahou no Idol Pastel Yumi (Pastel Yumi, The Magic 
Idol). This magical girl does not at all transform but she 
has an enchanted cane and pendant given to her by the 
flower fairies. The cane can create pictures and anything 
drawn with it will become real for a short period of time. 
Yumi's plot thus reinforces a concept that is sometimes 
overlooked in the genre. The main character must not 
rely only on her magic to solve problems, but must also 
be creative and resourceful on her own. The time limit 
on her magic gives Yumi an additional challenge. 

Studio Pierrot ends its foray into magical girl 
anime in the 80s with Yumi, but it will return with 
another series in the following decade dominated by 


Sailormoon. 


Woman warrior^ and then some 

Bishoujo Senshi Sailormoon practically set the genre 
afire as it aired in Japan from 1992 to 1997, and its 
popularity crossed over borders in the years to come. 
Based on the manga by Naoko Takeuchi, the world 
could not get over the story of the children of the Moon 


sent to Earth to save them from a great evil gripping 
their kingdom. The girls, five at first, would grow up 


and seize their destiny as defenders of the Earth and, 
in time, become saviors of their realm. 

For the first time in mahou shojo anime, more than 
one character was given the ability to transform. Each 
of them also had unique powers and their transforma- 
tion involved only weapons and armor, not becoming 
other people. Real strife and violence is also featured 
in the series in the sense that the young heroines figure 
i in intense battles. No other mahou shojo 
series before had tackled the epic-scale themes of worlds 
at war, hatred. zreed and death. These girls are true 
————— E 
cal girl / lm zucheiyge that would inspire «dh 
productions. A throwback to more classic mahou shojo, 
however, was also airing almost simultaneously as 
Sailormoon in 1992. Hume-chan no Ribbon began airing 
in October and ended a Ele over a year later. In its story, 
13-year-old Hime chan receives a charmed ribbon that 
becomes a pendant when used for magic. With it, Hime- 
chan can transform only into other humans and nothing 
else. She must also chames herself back within the hour 
or the transfurmatuom will become permanent. The series 
also introduces other rules, some of which are original 一 
she must mot meet the person she transforms into — while 
others were infimenced by prior series and given a new 
twist, she must keep her identity secret or lose both the 
magic and all her memertes related to it. Later, she is given 
a palette that allows ber in create a duplicate of herself. 

Hime-cham was said to have done well ratings- 
wise, but related merchandise remained on many 
tovshop shelves. 

Two years after Sailormoon was first televised, a 
new mahou shojo heroine appeared on the horizon. 
She was pretty. she was pink and she had a long curly 
tail. Not to mention a snout. 

Tonde Bunrin or Super Boink to local fans stood 
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What child would not want 
to discover magic? Even 
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Peach. Premiered in 1995, Wedding Peach is about 
three 12-year-old girls who became part of the ancient 
battle between angels and devils. They are selected 
by a high-ranking angel to help protect our world and 
at the same time recover four powerful talismans lost 
on Earth many years ago. 

Two transformation sequences set the girls of Wed- 
ding Peach apart from other mahou shojo. To fight the 
devils, they must first attune themselves with the 
power of love; hence in the first stage of their trans- 
formation, they don wedding gowns. It is in the sec- 
ond stage that they wear battle armor. 

Character designer Kazuko Tadano worked on 
both Wedding Peach and Sailormoon. 

Another 1995 release was Nurse Angel Ririka 
SOS. Ririka is a 10-year-old with a nurse's cap im- 
bued with alien powers. When she wears it, she be- 
comes the legendary nurse angel who saves lives in 
more ways than one. This series is notable for being 
the first in the genre to show a little girl change only 
her costume in her transformation. Prior to this, most 
young protagonists transformed into teenagers while 
the costume-change was reserved for teenage leads. 

Yet another mahou shojo to break pig the map in 

5 was Kaitou St Tail, which some of you will re- 
رو‎ seeing locally as Sweet Tales of St Tail. This 
series is a break away from the fighter mold as Meimi 
transforms into the thief St Tail, a hero of the Robin Hood 
sort who steals from the rich and cold-hearted in order 
to help the poor. The saint reference is related to the 
setting of the story, a Catholic school, and the fact that a 
nun in training is St Tail's friend and accomplice. 

Finally, in 1996, amidst the ever-growing fanbase 
of Sailormoon, a full-fledged parody of the mahou 
shojo genre came forth in Mahou Shojo Pretty Sammy 
(Magical Girl Pretty Sammy). Actually a spin-off of 
the Tenchiverse, Pretty Sammy stars Sasami who in 
this story is not a princess of Jurai but an ordinary 
little girl given powers to save the world. Unlike other 

magical girls, Sammy is plainly uncomfortable with 
her powers and does not hide her embarrassment at 
having to transform into a scantily clad older girl. It 


Their stories tell of magic 
that transforma a plain 
existence into one suffused 
with special powers, good 


deeds, courage and most of 


all, wonder. 
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doesn't help that the incantation she has to call out 
for her transformation is, "Jugeemu Jugeemu Gokou 
no Surikire! Sammy Davis Broiler Chicken!" 
Silliness is a key element of Pretty Sammy and 
the aim of all the teasing and hee-hawing is not to 
insult its predecessors, but simply to have fun. 


Poat-Sailormoon: 

The Next Generation ۱ 
1998 saw the return of Studio Pierrot with Mahou n 
Stage Fancy Lala (Fancy Lala, the Magical Stage). 
Fancy Lala has elements reminiscent of Studio 
Pierrot's earlier work. Nine-vear-old Miho has a magic 
pen and sketchbook that bring to life whatever she 
draws. What she draws are the fashions and accesso- 
ries worn by the 15-vear-old girl she transforms into, 
pretty idol singer Lala. The series had 26 episodes. 

Towards the end of the year, another hugely suc- 
cessful mahou shojo anime made its debut — Card 
Captor Sakura. 

Strengths of the series lie in its very appealing 
character designs and in its novel storyline. Sakura 
Kinomoto is a curious 10-year-old who stumbles on 
an ancient book in her basement. The book contains 
powerful cards of elemental magic sealed eons ago by 
the ancient wizard Clow Reed. Unfortunately, Sakura 
sets the cards free and the guardian of the book, aware 
that he has failed in his duties, compels Sakura to re- 
trieve them all. She must do so before the magic of 
the cards destroys the world as she knows it. 

In the beginning. Sakura merely captures the cards 








(hence the title of the series) with a Key given bythe 


guardian, Keroberos- By ihe second part of the story， 
Sakura has come into possession of a wand that gives 
her the ability م1‎ channel magic that will change the 
cards into "Sakura cards”, giving her complete con- 


trol over their power. There are, however, forces at | 


work against her, and she must face eg, with all the 
strength and courage a 10 year old girl can muster. 
With its solid narrative and well-developed charac- 


ters, Card Captor Sakura succeeds in portraying all the | t 
charm and concerns of childhood, while the basic ele- P 
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s man evolved, he came to 
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with the spirits. They are the 
Shamans have the ability 
utilize the power and skills of the 
greatest of Shamans will be called tl 
man King is the Shaman who 
Ou, or King of Spirits, to lead 
back to the right path. T 
King will become the world's savior 
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Some purists love Smallville. Some don't. 
While new fans are amused and exclaim, 
“Ah! So that's how it happened,” hardcore nn 


1 on't. While new 


; are am 


“That's not how it happened!" before re- 
citing a litany of how things really went 


down in Supes' life as according to the 
comic. These same purists feel that 
Smallvile is a desecration of the Super- 
man mythos. 


Actually, I think that the people who 
conceptualized Smallville are big fans of 


the Man of Steel themselves. And like the 
true fans that they are, they're having fun 
with the Superman mythology. Even 
dropping hints — almost like inside jokes 
— about elements comprising the myth. 
For example, the Smallville Clark spends 

is spare time in a part of the Kent barn 


which houses his telescope. His dad. 
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FOR YOU. I AM ASSIGNING YOU TO 
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SANDAL! LAMANG. SIMPLE LANG NAMAN 
ANG HINIHILING KO SA INYO. 
SALUHAN LANG AKO NG KAHIT ISA MAN LANG 
SA INYONG MGA MAGAGANDANG DALAGA. 


SIGE PO, PAYAG NA KANI. 
MAY ALAM PO BA KAYO 
TUNGKOL KAY SIMON? 
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ANO? SIMON BA KAMO? 

NAKU, INENG. HINDI MO ALAM KUNG 
ANONG PINASOK MO. KAUMUTAN NTYO 
NA KUNG ANO MAN ANG BINABALAK 
NINYO. DARTL ST SIMON, MATAGAL 
NANG NAGNGINGITNGIT YAN. SA PAGKAWARI 
NTYA ORAS NA PARA SA PAGHIHIGANTI. AT 
ION ANG KANYANG NAIS. 
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BUT I MUST SAY, YOU 
HANDLED THAT VERY WELL. 
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BUT YOU DIDNT HAVE 
TO BE TOO... 
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SEEMS WE'VE 
STUMBLED UPON SOME 


CONFUSION HERE... 
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YOU SHOULDN'T WORRY 
TOO MUCH ABOUT YOUR 
COMRADES, GATEKEEPER… 
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Ma anda a a ang Ec ng issue nyo’ng may exclusive In 


nn | — Sana a hanggang doon " ang price to the end. 
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| ‘Napay! ‘Napay! Messages shortened to give equa 
= chances for v to be heard. 'NA-PAY!!! ^ ^. 






pin VCD , Pero marami ang nagre-act tungkol 
Price nyar 250.00.Matagal akong nakabili Í 
glalakad na lang ako pauwi para lang mabil 





(the inu of the Sohma sla 


Off all the anime that you could have putina VCD, o 


Lupin III? When I saw this one, I just couldn't shell out 7 


the P250 = Dec 
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Uu SES =S: 


price increase? 250 "a bit steep. 


Tensaisarariman 


I was going to say that it was a waste of money but 
then when I watched it it was really funny and I have 
to say WAW! AND GANDA! Thanx to you guys I 
— not to judge anime by the way they are drawn. 

Coincidental Look-alike ni Shizuku 


5 


RSS 


Your new mangas Noperrabo, Occhio del Dio, and _ 


Dreamwinder are amazing! The art is really first-class, 
the English-Filipino language mix in ODD and DW 
give them a funny effect. 

۱ Shu 3533 


I request for 3 mangas for 1 issue Because My Favorite 
Anime Magazine is QUESTOR!!! WISH KO LANG!!! 
Lanexe29 


Love the 2 new manga especially the Dreamwinder. 
Pie 


Of all your three new manga series, I really like 
Dreamwinder ^ ^. Ang cute ng mga characters saka 


yung plot ng story is great!!! 
Fiel a.k.a Fujitaka_kinomoto 


apes nago mail Lotsa mail! My body still ` inden” t die. 
hurts from playing too much basketball. But PI ع‎ 
live. Here’s the mail! Old rules apply. Napayl 


>. I like the new look. I also like ` 


_ E 


| ve m CD and the content as well. Well ur eege lt are | 


| You live seeing everyone around you ol 
t old and die.” (I'm not sure if that’s the exact diae | 
og) Did you get that from Anne Rice’s Vampire 


onicles? It sounds familiar because Pm uo 
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middle o child ag I forgot her name...) 





occhio del dyo, mukhang tadtad ng bakt ake ca ۱ 
e ke RE ano'ng nangyari dun sa N ppi 
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Nope, that's not Hisoka. Nopperabo is only a one-shot _ 


at the moment. ^_^ 


. feature Ger agang Saiyuki!!!! pl love you — 


Dear Joy, your letter would have been okay had E e 
not REPEATED THE ps cida FOR MORE 
THAN 20 TIMES IN AN EMAIL!!! | 


Å m. 





Chop Suey Comments | | 
Your logo i is nice, but I still like the old one. The new 

manga's great too, but if you ask me, I still think 
Gokitomo's superior to it. The WOW factor kinda isn't 
as great as the one in Gokitomo. About the CD, well, 
I'm not a fan of Lupin IH, dest how about giving us e 
copy of Rurouni Kenshin's Seisouhen? x — 





Ur new ish is sooo cool... I mean very cool logo, Fe | 
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| Bane of 
 EwSstence 


hey congregate in the shadows, lumped 

together in a haphazard pile. Cursed 
with a lack of mobility, they seek hapless, 
unsuspecting hosts to transport them to 
their chosen destination. 

Beware as you traverse the seemingly 
innocent halls of Ouestor for they strike 
without warning! You may be typing 
innocently at your desk or drawing peacefully 
at your table or even just ambling along, 
unbeknownst to you... they have chosen you! 
One may be stuck to your leg or your arm or 
your hair, or their perch of choice... your 
otherwise unsuspecting back! » 

Ah, the horrors we have seen! Beware, y 
may be the next victim! Beware of... the tissue! 
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For faster service, please fax this form with 
vour deposit slip details to (632) 721-6974 
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I så . ۱ 
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| 
۱ N ۱ 
1year [12 issues) for 21 ۱ | 
a | 
| i 
! NAME: 
TE QUESTOR | Ea | 
i WORLDWIDE CORPORATION | 
ی‎ fu T یت سس‎ m t À 
| Ortigas 5 | | 
| San Juan Metre Manila = Check enclosed (payable to LC:Questor World Wide Corporation) | 
| . 1290 | Lj Payment deposited to the account of LC: Questor Worldwide Corp. 
I Tel: (632) 721-2395, 721-1107 at BPl/FarEast Bank and Trust Company with savings account number | 
In 3943-01349-6. Pis. fax bank validated slip together with this order form 
1 2,2۱ 0528 to (632) 721-6974 
| Fax: (632) 721-6974 | 
i Deadline is Dec. 15, 2002. Offer available in Metro Manila ONLY! ۱ 
- 


For faster service, please fax this form with 
your deposit slip details to (632) 721-6974 
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, Bots & Babes!!! 


The hottest Anime Titles are NOW on Video! 


Join Vash the Stampede, a.k.a. the Humanoid Typhoon, 

as he takes you on a hillarious journey through the wild, 
wild West. Along the way, he encounters the good, the bad 
and the ugly, all of whom are interested in the 
$$60,000,000,000 bounty on his head. 









Available in VHS and VCD Formats 


Yashuhiro Nightow/Shonen Gaho-Sha, Tokuma, Shoten, JVCTSP 


Hikaru Shidou, Umi Ryuzaki and Fuu Hououp 













are three ordinary high school girls who get à u 
transported to a magical world called Cefiro = Io 
where they are destined to take on the mante 3f, =. 
of the legendary Magic Knights and rescue the 4 ws x 
Princess Emeraude from the clutches of the TAN < E 
enigmatic Sol Zagato. St / E^ 4 
Available in VHS and VCD Formats + 


سه کد تا Clamp/Kodarnsha-Dentsu-YTWV-TM S-K-T‏ 


The year is 2040. It's been 10 years since a great earthquake 
devastated Tokyo, robotic Boomers have become 

a daily part of life. But when these Boomers go mad. 

only the Knight Sabers can stop them. Join Priss. 

Linna, Nene and Sylia as they battle Boomers and 

the evil Genom Corporation. High-tech, high-octane 


action at its best. 


Availalbe in VHS and VCD Formats 


CJVC/AICITSP 


Ten-year-old Genki gets sucked into the 
Monster Rancher world while playing hrs 
favorite video game. There, he teams up 
With newfound friends Holly and Suezo to 
| Fn Mystery Disk which holds the 
p setret Z the evil Moo. 
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pilot, Richarff Haff 
. we Sa 


